
 

We live in the Light of Life (the 
golden lampstand) abiding in 
the light of his word  and the 
life of his presence. 

 

The altar of incense can be 
seen as emblematic of our 
access to God through Jesus 
Christ in prayer.  John notes 
the incense that rose up be-
fore the throne of God in his 
vision was "with the prayers 
of the saints."  What a bless-
ing to have the ear of the liv-
ing God! 

 

All of this takes place in the 
body, which is attached to the 
Head who has already gone 
into heaven to prepare a 
place for us, to atone for our 
sins as our High Priest with his 
own blood, to make interces-
sion for us, and ultimately to 
welcome us into his home. 

 

How can we not be astound-
ed by this image, commanded 
to be built nearly 1500 years 
before the birth of the One 
who was its fulfillment, and 

now 3500 years before our 
own time. 

 

How can we not be enthralled 
with the thought of being a 
part of his body, the only 
thing on this earth that will 
live eternally with him in 
heaven! 

 

Where ever the Head is, the 
body will surely follow!  ~ 

 

Roger Linsey 
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"They serve a copy and shad-
ow of the heavenly things. 
For when Moses was about 
to erect the tent, he was in-
structed by God, saying, 'See 
that you make everything ac-
cording to the pattern that 
was shown you on the moun-
tain.'" 

Hebrews 8:5 

 

The word of God (and His 

Creation as well) is filled with 
things that point  to spiritual 
and eternal things.  The case 
is magnified in the Lord's in-
structions concerning the 
making of the Tabernacle, 
that is the tent that Moses 
was commanded to make in 
order that God might dwell 
among Israel (Exodus 25:8). 

 

This was a copy of a heavenly 
thing.  It is not until the reve-

lation of God's word is com-
plete that we see clearly 
what the Lord was saying to 
us by causing this tent to be 
made. 

 

The diagram used in this arti-
cle shows the layout of the 
Tabernacle and the things 
associated with it. 

 

It faced East and there was a 
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wall of curtains all around it 
with only one entrance by 
way of a curtain that hung 
across the door opening.   

 

There were three divisions of 
the structure, the outer 
courtyard, the Holy  Place 
behind the veil at the en-
trance of the Tabernacle 
proper, and the Holy of Ho-
lies (Most Holy Place) behind 
another veil.  It was in this 
last section, the Most Holy 
Place, that the Ark of the 
Covenant was placed.  On top 
of the Ark was a lid with gold-
en Cherubim covering it, 
called the Mercy Seat. This 
was the exact spot within the 
Tabernacle where the Lord 
said he would meet with Isra-
el (Exodus 25:22). 

 

This is the only part of the 
structure that is clearly ex-
plained in the New Testa-
ment.  The Hebrew writer 
tells us: 

 

"For Christ has entered, not 
into holy places made with 
hands, which are copies of 

the true things, 
but into heaven 
itself, now to ap-
pear in the pres-
ence of God on 
our behalf." 

Hebrews 9:24 

In other places 
the Hebrew writ-
er lets us know 
that Jesus is now 
our High Priest. 
Unlike the high 
priests of the Old 
Covenant who 
could only enter 
behind the sec-
ond veil of the 
Tabernacle, the 
copy of heavenly things, once 
a year, and only with the 
blood of animals, Jesus 
abides forever as our High 
Priest in the true Holy Place, 
that is heaven, having en-
tered with his own blood in-
side the second veil. 

 

Having then this piece of the 
puzzle supplied for us, it is a 
fairly simple matter to deter-
mine what all the other piec-
es mean., beginning from the 
other end, so to speak, we 

can connect all of it to our 
Lord in heaven. 

 

The Altar of Burnt Offering 

 

Since it was the place where 
the animals were sacrificed, 
we can easily see that today 
this represents the offering 
of Christ, once and for all up-
on the cross thereby putting 
an end to sacrifice for sins.  
He has once offered himself 
for sins and there is no more 
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need for animals to be sacri-
ficed.  The Hebrew writer 
tells us that it was impossible 
for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins any-
way (Hebrews 10:4). In fact, 
it would be the grossest of 
blasphemies to begin again 
to offer animals as a sacrifice 
for sins and count the blood 
of Christ as insufficient! 

 

The Laver (Water Basin) 

 

In this can be seen 
the command we 
now have to be 
baptized, buried 
in water, in order 
that we might 
have our sins 
washed away 
(Acts 22:16).  Hav-
ing believed in the 
One who sacri-
ficed himself for 
our sins, repented 
of our lawlessness 
against him, made 
a confession with 
our mouths of our 
faith, we are then 
to be buried with 
him in baptism, an 

act which puts us into him 
where we begin a new life 
(Romans 6:1-5; Gal. 3:26-27; 
2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

At this point we have been 
ushered into the body of 
Christ, the church, where all 
spiritual blessings reside.  
This is what is represented by 
the Holy Place inside the first 
veil. 

 

The Holy Place 

 

In this Holy Place, the church, 
the body of Christ, we have 
access to the Head who is 
already in heaven.  We are 
connected to him just as our 
physical body is connected to 
our head, and without the 
head the body would die. 

 

In this favored place, the cen-
terpiece of all God's plans, 
we have several indescriba-
ble privileges, foreshadowed 
by the things that were in the 
Holy Place in the Tabernacle. 

 

First, it was and is only acces-
sible to priests.  All of us in 
Christ are priests (Rev. 1:6), 
and have the privilege of be-
ing in the Holy Place of God, 
not just to visit once or twice 
a day, but to abide perma-
nently (John 15:4-7). 

 

In this capacity we have ac-
cess to the Bread of Life (the 
table of showbread) which is 
Jesus himself.  It is symbol-
ized every time we take the 
Lord's Supper. 


